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PAUL C . REARDON 
AS S O CIATE J USTIC E 
Dear Roger, 
SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
BOSTON , MASSACH USETTS 02108 
March 21, 1972 
For quite a f ew months now I have been engaged in 
working wi t h a Task Forc e established by t he Twentieth Centur y 
Fund, t he purpose of which was to investigate t he desirabili t y 
of t he establis hment of a National Press Council in the Unit ed 
Stat es. The group includes some distinguished individuals 
indeed -- Barry Bingham of the Louisville Courier-Journal , 
Ri chard Salant , head of CBS News, Lucy Benson, Pres ident of 
t he Nat ional League of Women Voters, Jesse Unruh, whom you will 
know from California, John Oakes, Chief of the editorial page 
of the New York Times, and a number of others of equal caliber 
and distinction. During the c ourse of our s t udies we ha ve had 
c ome over t he Direct or of the Brit i s h Press Council t o des cribe 
t he func t ioning of that body and t he success which has att ended 
i t s efforts. The net result of the studies is that t he Commit tee 
will re commend the establishment of the Council, and plans are 
alrea dy under way to provide for an appropriat e funding t hrough 
several foundations. The Reporter of the Task Force is Alfred 
Balk, a j ournalist of note and presently aff iliated with t he 
Columbia School of Journalism, and he has prepared a draft report. 
I t hink from what I have said t hat you will be able t o perceive 
the nat ure and result of t he work of t his Task Force. 
At t he last meet ing of t he group in New York there was 
considerable discussion on those individuals who might bes t s erve 
as initial members of a new Press Council. I am sure you remember 
that Lord Devlin undertook that respons ibility in Britain and was 
largely instrumental in the suc cessful launching of the new Council 
there. It was t he concert ed opinion of t he Ta s k Force members t hat 
an individual of equal prominence in t his count ry and with the 
general background of a Lord Devlin should bec ome the first 
Cha i r man of a Press Council here. I was thus ins truct ed to writ e 
to you and ask you i f you would not consider taking on t his as s ign-
ment , whi ch can easily be worked into your schedule of a ct ivi t ies. 
2. 
I can assure you t hat this i s an ent erprise which has 
been caref ully worked upon , which will ha ve s ubsta nt i a l backing, 
a nd whi ch i n operat ion should be mos t int riguing, pa r t i cularly 
in t he f i r s t stages. The purpose of t his l et te r i s to s eek your 
s upport i n acc ept ing t he pos t as Cha irman of the new Council , 
a nd the sec ond is to a dvi s e you that a great deal of inf ormat i on 
r efl ect ing our labors over the months , the cons ultat ion wi th 
the r epres ent a t i ve of t he Brit i sh Press Council, a nd t he work of 
t he Repor t er a re a va ila ble to you i f your int erest , as I hope it 
will, impels you t o cons i der this invitat ion. 
I s hould greatly appreciate hea ring from you at your con-
veni ence that I may pass on your react ions t o my colleagues on 
t he Task Force. 
Wi t h every best pers ona l good wish, I am, 
Honorable Roger S . Traynor 
Univer s ity of Utah 
College of Law 
Salt Lake City , Uta h 84112 
March 28, 1972 -
The Honorable Paul C. Reardon 
As sociate Justice 
Supreme Judicial Court 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
Dea r Paul: 
I have read with interest your letter of 21 March setting 
forth the plans you have b een working on for some months with 
the Task Force established by the Twentieth Century Fund to 
establish a National Press Council in the United States. Since 
you write that the Task Force is about to recommend such a 
Co uncil, I have given reflection to the invitation you have ex-
t ended me to serve as its first chairman, so that I could 
respond before leaving for California, where I shall be for the 
rest of this week. 
I am deeply appreciative of the honor of your committee's 
invitation and only wish I could respond affirmatively. At this 
writing , however, I have had to conclude that long-standing com-
mitments will continue to preempt whatever time and attention I 
can give to extracurricular assignments. 
May I nonetheless take this occasion to wish you and your 
committee every s uccess for the Council you envisage and to 
assure you that even though I cannot assume the r e sponsibility 
yo u propose, I shall follow with interest whatever constructive 
work the Council can bring to fruition. 
Sincerely yours, 
RJT:jml 
Roger J. Traynor 
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